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Questions and concerns from Town Hall Meeting on February 18, 2019. 

 

1. Can the County provide more information on why the project was rejected by 
Chesapeake? Based on media reports we have determined that Chesapeake chose not to 
host the facility. 

2. Was any type of feasibility study done for the facility? No 
3. Was any type of risk assessment done for locating the facility in Isle of Wight? No risks 

identified (see Police Chief letter, e.g.) 
4. What is in place to protect the community and make them aware in the event of an 

escape?  If appropriate, the county has the ability to alert the community via its instant 
alert system. 

5. Are there any anticipated costs for the local first responders/law enforcement to be 
prepared to respond to any incidents at the facility? State Police are the first responders in 
conjunction with local law enforcement personnel.  Very few EMS calls from similar 
types of facilities. Bon Air had 3 EMS calls in 2018, 1 staff illness, 1 resident illness and 
1 staff injury – sports related.  

6. Can the County/State provide more information about the planned treatment plans and 
options for the proposed facility? DJJ can provide more information on this matter. 

7. Will local applicants be given preference for jobs at the facility? The County and 
appropriate agencies will conduct job fairs and market the opportunity to residents.  The 
DJJ has indicated they would like to hire as many local residents as possible. 

8. Has a traffic impact analysis been done for the facility?  If so, how will the impacts be 
mitigated?  If not, will one be done?  VDOT would determine whether a TIA would be 
triggered or if there are other requirements relative to traffic impacts (such as turn lanes).   

9. What roles and responsibilities will IOW schools have regarding students in the facility?  
DJJ provides educational services independent of local schools. 

10. Will the students in the facility count towards IOW student statistics? No 
11. What other communities did the State consider for this facility? Chesapeake only 
12. Can the State/County provide a breakdown of the number of/types of employees and if 

they anticipate them being hired locally or transferred from other locations? The County 
has asked for and is awaiting specific job type information from the DJJ.  See Question 
#9’s answer for related answer on preferences.  

13. Are local resources sufficient to supply the needs of the facility’s workforce? Unclear as 
to what this question is referring  

14. Is the project a done deal? Not until the BOS votes to transfer the property for this 
specific purpose, which will set into motion negotiations on terms.  Until agreement on 
terms is achieved, it is not a “done deal.” 

15. Will the Board be responsive to citizen input at the public hearing?  The Board and/or 
staff will attempt to answer questions and concerns expressed by citizens before and after 
the public hearing but will not interject during the public hearing itself.  

16. At what point does economic growth outweigh public safety and the wants of the public?  
Impacts on public safety are a consideration in any economic development project and 
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there are significant safeguards (including technology, fencing, staffing, etc.) that will be 
implemented as part of this project. 

17. Would the Board still be supportive of this project if it were located in Smithfield/the 
northern end of the County?  The Board is supportive of the project because of the 
anticipated jobs and the potential positive impact on the County’s economic development 
efforts.  The site in STH Intermodal Park was chosen because the County is focusing its 
ED efforts there on publicly controlled lands. 

18. Why did the County EDA hold a second vote if it was voted down once?  The EDA’s 
first vote on January 8, 2019, was a decision to “not transfer the land to either the County 
or to the State at this time”.  Therefore, it was not voted down, but effectively deferred. 

19. Why would the County want to build a prison on road frontage of the main North/South 
route through the County?  The facility is not a prison. It will be appropriately screened 
with a vegetative buffer and fencing.  Adequate roadways and accessibility are important 
relative to supplies and services provided to the facility.  This also addresses earlier 
concerns expressed about the inadequacy of Buckhorn Drive.   

20. Why not locate the facility in one of the localities that produce a majority of the inmates?  
The residents will come from communities all over Hampton Roads, including Isle of 
Wight County.  DJJ is looking for a site that is easily accessible for families throughout 
the entire region. 

21. Why was the Walters facility closed?  The contract between the Commonwealth, the City 
of Richmond, and the third-party provider ended.  The program was not funded to 
continue.  

22. How will a new facility do anything different than the previous Walters facility?  This is 
a state-of-the-art juvenile detention facility, not a prison. The programs/services offered 
within the facility are very different.  

23. What are the plans for the property/facility if the facility is shut down?  The State would 
have to determine if it has other needs for the property.  If none, the County could 
potentially negotiate a return of the property to the County for its use or as a site for 
another user.  

24. How has the State handled the closure of other facilities?  DJJ 
25. Has an economic impact study been done to determine the impact to the County and 

surrounding areas?  No 
26. Is there a conflict of interest between the Board’s role on the Wester Tidewater Regional 

Jail Board and the related contractors? No, the WTRJ is jointly owned by Franklin, 
Suffolk, and Isle of Wight and any potential contracts would be with the State.  They 
would be subject to public procurement policies and totally separate from WTRJ.  

27. Can the County/State provide data to show the impact on adjacent property values and 
resales?  The County has researched assessed valuations of properties within a half mile 
radius of Bon Air and WTRJ.  Avg. assessed values are $244,000 around Bon Air and 
$264,500 around WTRJ. 

28. Why isn’t it preferable to locate the facility further away from a center of population?  
Proximity to the families/communities where the juveniles are from is important to their 
success and family connectivity.  
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29. Is there a mutual aid plan in place in the event of an incident at the facility?  Yes  
30. What other possibilities are there for economic development on the property?  

Possibilities are extremely limited at this site due to the lack of water and sewer utilities.   
31. Does the County retain any control over the use of the land once it is turned over to the 

State?  The County does not have control over the State once the property is transferred, 
but it will be able to negotiate the terms prior to the transfer of the property.   

32. What amount of due diligence has been done before making this decision?  The County 
has spent over a year researching and studying this project and has been collecting 
feedback from citizens, especially in the Town of Windsor. 

33. Has the land been offered to any other buyers at a reduced rate?   
No, the County has been actively marketing and showing this property to prospective 
businesses for several years and no viable offers have been made to date.  
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