MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION – WINDSOR, VIRGINIA

The Planning Commission and Town Council met in a joint meeting/work session on Wednesday, August 22, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber.  Chairman Bennie Brown called the meeting to order.  He welcomed those who were present.  Terry Whitehead, Deputy Town Clerk, recorded the minutes. Dennis Carney, Planning and Zoning Administrator, Michael Stallings, Town Manager, and Wallace Brittle, Interim Town Attorney, were present.  Ms. Whitehead called the roll for Planning Commission.

Planning Commission members present:  
Bennie Brown, Chairman

N. Macon Edwards, III



G. Devon Hewitt



Leonard L. Marshall, Jr. - arrived at 6:15 




Glyn Willis
Planning Commission members absent:
Debra D. Hicks







George Stubbs

Mr. Carney stated that Commissioner Hicks was attending Planning Commission training in Roanoke and Commissioner Stubbs was out of town. 
     
  

Mayor Carita J. Richardson opened the meeting for Town Council.  She asked Ms. Whitehead to call the roll for Town Council. 
Council members present:


Carita J. Richardson, Mayor

N. Macon Edwards, III







Patty Flemming










Wesley Garris






Greg Willis
Council members absent:


J. Clinton Bryant






Durwood V. Scott

Chairman Brown thanked Town Council for agreeing to have the work session in conjunction with Planning Commission‘s regular meeting to discuss the Draft Land Development Ordinance. 
Mayor Richardson thanked the Planning Commission and Staff for all the hard work, time, and effort that they have put forth towards revising the Draft Land Development Ordinance.  She said she understands that it has been a massive undertaking, but with the expected future growth of the Town of Windsor, it was a necessary task.  She said the revised Land Development Ordinance will have a positive impact on the way that the Town will look in the future.   

MINUTES

Chairman Brown asked if there were any amendments to the minutes of the July 25, 2012 Planning Commission meeting. Commissioner Willis made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner Hewitt seconded, and the Commissioners unanimously passed the motion as recorded on the attached chart as motion #1.
PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS

None
DISCUSSION TOPICS
Temporary Signs
Mayor Richardson distributed a copy of the original ordinance for temporary signs in the Town to Council and Planning Commission.  She said she has received several comments and concerns regarding temporary signs in the business district of Town.    
Mr. Carney said that an issue has arisen as to the fairness of the Town’s current Zoning Ordinance regarding signs, particularly temporary signs.  In situations where the business already has a permanent free-standing sign, businesses sometimes wish or need to place additional signs for products being sold or special events.  He said these additional signs can only be put in place as temporary signs with a permit fee of $25.00, and can only be up for 30 days from the date of the permit.  He said they can be banners, and small free-standing paper or vinyl signs, and as long as they get the requisite permits, a business can have as many as it wants. Some temporary signs are taken down when 30 days are up, a new permit applied for, and put right back up with a slight change of the message.
Mr. Carney stated that Staff will make any required amendments to the ordinance that the Commission and Council wishes.  They can be incorporated into the new ordinance, or if it is felt that something is needed more rapidly, an earlier adoption is in order.

Mayor Richardson said there needs to be a way for businesses to be able to advertise and still be in compliance with the ordinance.  She said the Town needs to be supportive of the businesses.

After discussing several options for temporary signs, it was the consensus of Council and Planning Commission to have Planning Commission discuss this issue further at their next meeting.       
Joint Work Session on Land Development Ordinance

Chairman Brown asked Mr. Carney to give an overview of the changes to the Draft Land Development Ordinance and the Draft Zoning Map that occurred since the November joint work-session between Town Council and Planning Commission. Mr. Carney said that the Planning Commission recommended approval to Town Council in March of this year.  

Mr. Carney then reviewed the various relatively minor changes to the Draft Land Development Ordinance that occurred over the winter and spring of this year.  They were formally agreed to by the Commission when the ordinance was recommended to Town Council for approval. These amendments have been incorporated into the draft ordinance. 
Mr. Carney added that the proposed Zoning Map which will accompany this Ordinance showed the Holland Meadows subdivision as being R-1 Conditional, but due to the manner in which it was zoned, it actually is MHP Mobile Home Park, with a condition that there would not be any mobile/manufactured homes within the development.  The Map has been amended accordingly.  

Mr. Brittle, interim Town Attorney, asked Council, Planning Commission, and Staff to give him a brief summary of their goals and objectives for the Town by revising the Land Development Ordinance.  
Mayor Richardson stated that Council and Planning Commission are expecting major growth in business and hopefully in housing developments in the near future, possibly in the next five, ten or fifteen years.  She said the goal is to have more specific requirements in the Land Development Ordinance in order to have the Town of Windsor look like what Council, Planning Commission, and the citizens want it to look like.
Chairman Brown said that the current Land Development Ordinance was written by a consultant; not by the Planning Commission. He said Planning Commission revised the ordinance to be pro-active, and to better manage the expected future growth for the Town of Windsor.   
After a brief discussion regarding additional revisions and changes in language in reference to sidewalks in subdivisions, materials used for monument signs, defining the specific criteria for the Business Overlay District, and removing specific definitions, it was the consensus of Council and Planning Commission to have the interim Town Attorney and Staff review the documents, make corrections, and add the minor changes that have been discussed.
New Emergency Shelter Unit 
Mayor Richardson announced that she attended the Isle of Wight Board of Supervisor’s meeting, where Rusty Chase, Chief of Emergency Services, thanked Commissioner Marshall for doing the wiring at the new mass casualty and mass shelter unit located behind the Windsor Voluntary Fire Department. She also thanked Commissioner Marshall for volunteering his time to do the wiring on the unit, and for helping to make our community a much safer place to live. 

Intergovernmental Meeting between Town Council and the Board of Supervisors of Isle of Wight

Mayor Richardson stated that she has coordinated a meeting with Town Council and the Isle of Wight Board of Supervisors to discuss how the Town and County can work together to progressively promote the development of the intermodal park, and to discuss trying to keep the Windsor Middle School gym to be used as a Community Center.  She said the meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 17, 2012, and a location has not yet been determined.
Preliminary Plan
Mayor Richardson said two years ago, Town Council felt that the Town needed a general preliminary five, ten, and fifteen year plan to help deal with issues pertaining to how Council, Planning Commission, and the citizens would like the Town to look in the future.  She distributed a copy of the five, ten, and fifteen year plan to Planning Commission.  She said she has revised the plan to make some things more specific, and welcomed Planning Commission’s input.  She said she was pleased to see, that together with Planning Commission and the Economic Development Authority, that several items on the plan have already been accomplished, including the progress made on the updated Land Development Ordinance. 
Windsor Fire Department
Councilman Willis thanked Commissioner Marshall for the work that he and the Fire Department did on the old fire truck, which won several awards at the July 4th car show.  He said he understands there is a slide show available showing the work being done. He asked Commissioner Marshall if he could present the slide show at a future Council meeting. Commissioner Marshall said he would make the arrangements to have the slide show presented at a future Council meeting.  
Isle of Wight Economic Development Plan Meeting
Mr. Carney stated that Isle of Wight County Economic Development is having a meeting Wednesday, August 29, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. at the Ruritan Club to present the findings on the update to their Economic Development Plan. 
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Brown said the next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for September 26, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 
There being no further discussion, Commissioner Marshall made a motion to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting. Commissioner Edwards seconded, and the Commissioners unanimously passed the motion as recorded on the attached chart as motion #2.  
Councilwoman Flemming then made a motion to adjourn the Council meeting.  Councilman Willis seconded, and Council unanimously passed the motion as recorded on the attached chart as motion #1. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10. 
____________________________
          __ _______________________


      Bennie Brown, Chairman
          Terry Whitehead, Deputy Clerk 

____________________________

     Carita J. Richardson, Mayor
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