MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION – WINDSOR, VIRGINIA

The Planning Commission met on Wednesday, September 26, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber.  Chairman Bennie Brown called the meeting to order, and welcomed all who were present. Terry Whitehead, Deputy Clerk, recorded the minutes.  Dennis Carney, Planning and Zoning Administrator, and Wallace Brittle, Interim Town Attorney were present.  Ms. Whitehead called the roll.  
Planning Commission members present:         Bennie Brown, Chairman 





                    N. Macon Edwards, III
         G. Devon Hewitt

         Debra D. Hicks


     
                                          Leonard L. Marshall, Jr. 
 





         George Stubbs






         Glyn Willis

MINUTES

Chairman Brown asked if there were any amendments to the minutes of the August 22, 2012 Planning Commission meeting. There being none, Commissioner Marshall made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner Hewitt seconded, and the Commissioners passed the motion, with Commissioner Hicks and Commissioner Stubbs abstaining, as recorded on the attached chart as motion #1.  
PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS

None
CITIZEN’S PLANNER OF THE YEAR AWARD

Mr. Carney stated that Mayor Richardson was nominated by Planning Commission for the 2012 Citizen’s Planner of the Year Award from the Citizen’s Planning and Education Association of Virginia (CPEA).  He said he received an email stating that Mayor Richardson won the award, and it will be presented to her at the CPEA’s annual awards banquet being held on October 8, 2012 in Lynchburg, Virginia.

DISCUSSION OF TEMPORARY SIGNS
Chairman Brown stated that at the August meeting there was a discussion of temporary signs, the sizes of such signs, and the time-frames for the signs being in place. It was decided that the Commission would review this issue again, and determine whether changes were in order.

Mr. Carney reviewed the current Temporary Sign Ordinance. Planning Commission and Staff discussed the following options for temporary signs:

·  The time limit for temporary signs can be increased to 45, 60 days or even longer periods.

· The ones that are event oriented (Christmas, Halloween, July 4th) could have the event/holiday as the end date at the discretion of the Zoning Administrator rather than a strict adherence to a given day period.  

· The number of temporary signs per road frontage of the business could be addressed if a liberalization occurs.

· Staff has suggested to some of the businesses that use temporary signs, that their permanent signs be converted to permanent signs that have message boards which would alleviate the need for temporary signs.  An increase in the total square footage of such a free-standing sign may be in order to accommodate the message board (from the current maximum of 100 square feet to for example 125 feet for signs with message boards/areas).   

Planning Commission members and Staff discussed the options for temporary signs, the number of complaints received from citizens and businesses, and the number of violations being sent to businesses. Commissioner Willis made a motion that Staff record for 90 days any violations, and document any written complaints towards the Town’s current ordinance regarding any hardships to businesses or citizen’s aesthetics complaints, and after 90 days the written complaints will be evaluated and a determination will be made regarding the problem, and any needed action will be taken at that time. Commissioner Edwards seconded, and the Commissioners passed the motion unanimously as recorded on the attached chart as motion #2. 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Chairman Brown stated that Town Council approved an agreement to procure the services of the Hampton Roads Regional Planning Commission to assist the Town in the drafting of the 2013 Comprehensive Plan.  

Mr. Carney said that the agreement with the Hampton Roads Regional Planning District Commission is being completed.  Staff would like input from the Commission as to how they would like to proceed.  He stated that the HPRPD will be responsible for working on population and demographics.

Commissioner Willis stated that certain geographical areas need special attention and special consideration that will probably be missed if the Comprehensive Plan is put together in a topical type way.  He said that Blacksburg has an exemplary Comprehensive Plan available on line that Planning Commission may want to review and possibly use as a guide.
Chairman Brown said that Planning Commission needs to work very closely with the Hampton Roads Regional Planning District Commission to assure that the Comprehensive Plan addresses and meets the needs of the expected future growth of the Town of Windsor. After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of Planning Commission to schedule a “Vision” work session in November with Town Council and the Economic Development Authority to discuss the Comprehensive Plan.
Commissioner Willis said he would review the Blacksburg Comprehensive Plan and distribute a summary of their plan at the work session. 
REPORT FROM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Commissioner Stubbs stated that EDA is actively pursuing businesses that have in the past shown interest in possibly locating to the Town of Windsor.  He said citizens have expressed their interest in having more restaurants in Town.  EDA has been discussing how they want the business corridor to look when the Route 460 by-pass goes through.  Commissioner Stubbs said he thinks it is a good idea to have the EDA members attend the “Vision” work session with Planning Commission and Town Council.  He said it would be a good opportunity to receive input from the EDA on how they want the Town to look in 20 to 25 years from now.

.         
PLANNING AND ZONING STAFF REPORT

Mr. Carney said the planning and zoning report for August 2012 is enclosed for Planning Commission’s information.  He said there were five zoning permits issued and eight violation notices sent out during the month.  Mr. Carney stated that the tall grass cases now have the “penalty clause” warning that the next time the Town will impose the $50 penalty if the grass is not cut.
Mr. Carney reported that the joint meeting of Planning Commission and Council regarding the Land Development Ordinance was very productive. He reported to Planning Commission the he has made several calls to VDOT regarding drainage and flooding problems in the Town.  Because in most cases these involve ditches that belong to VDOT or that are on private property, it is sometimes difficult to have the problems resolved in a timely fashion.
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Brown said the next meeting is scheduled for October 24, 2012.
Commissioner Stubbs made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Marshall seconded, and the motion passed unanimously as recorded on the attached chart as motion #3.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

______________________________

_____________________________

       Bennie Brown, Chairman


 Terry Whitehead, Deputy Clerk 
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